Howard P. Drew:
"The Greatest of Them All"

By Michael S. Carter (1999)

Howard Drew wouldn’t have wanted to be identified as the first black
member of Skull and Dagger. After all, this was a man whose obituary
described him as "a dignified advocate of recognition of a man for what he
does, rather than for his color or creed.” Yet that distinction, which belongs to
Drew as a member of the Class of 1914, is remarkable only because it was so
unremarkable in the eyes of his peers. Unlike many of its sister organizations,
Skull and Dagger, founded only the year before in 1913, did not view race as an
obstacle to admission. Then as today, personal merit and quality of character
were what mattered.

Howard Drew is mostly often remembered as a record-breaking run-
ner. Some consider him to have stood alone as the world'’s best sprinter in the

Howard Drew greets educator Booker T. Washington on USC Campus circa 1915

period before World War 1. But he also led a distinguished career as attorney,
judge, community and political leader, and civil rights advocate. In fact, his
obituaries hardly mentioned his past glory as a world-class track star. What
seemed most important at his death were his contributions to the emerging dis-
cussion of civil rights for black Americans. "There is need for a better under-
standing,” Drew was quoted, "which can come only through contacts and
group discussions; a broader education among whites as well as blacks; a wider
conception of real American citizenship, and, last, a true realization that we are,
indeed, our brother’s keeper."

Howard Porter Drew was born June 28, 1890, in Lexington, Virginia,
the only child of a Baptist minister and his wife, who later moved to
Springfield, Massachusetts, where Drew entered the local high school and
began running track. The young man had an amazing capacity for speed —
unlike anything that had been seen before. Though he had never had any for-
mal training, Drew began capturing major titles.

Drew’s parents initially disapproved of his running, but when they
saw how important it was to their son, they had a change of heart, explains
Drew’s daughter, Mrs. Jean Drew Lightfoot. Money was scarce, so Howard
made his own running shorts from his mother’s old sheets, and made his run-
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George Boone
Receives 2002 Eddy
Service Award

George Boone (2000) is the 2002
recipient of the Arnold Eddy Service Award.
In 1992, in honor of Arnold Eddy, who
served as Permanent Master of the Society
from 1942 to 1955, the Skull and Dagger
Society established the Arnold Eddy
Volunteer Service Award. The award is
presented annually to a current member
of the Society who has demonstrated
exemplary volunteer service to the
University of Southern California. The
award is designed to honor members who

ive loyal dedicated service to the
niversity and the community with spe-
cific attention to those who labor behind
the scenes without regard to whether they
receive public recognition.
r. Boone is a member of the
Board of Trustees and served as President
of the USC Alumni Association during
1989-1990. He and his wife Mary Lou _
have supported the School of Dentistry by
establishing the George and Mary Lou
Boone Chair in Craniofacial Molecular
Biology and have supported the arts by
establishing the Mary Lou and George
Boone Gallery in the untinﬁton Library.
He is currently a member of the College of
Letters, Arts and Sciences Board of
Councilors and the USC Wrigley Institute
for Environmental Studies Advisory
Board. He has served on advisory boards
for the schools of dentistry, medicine
and fine arts.

Following a successful career as an
orthodontist, he organized George Boone
Associates, a Southern California real
estate and development firm. He current-
ly serves as president of the Boone
I*}:)undation. He is a former lecturer in the
orthodontic program and remains a mem-
ber of the dental school faculty, leading
seminars on business management.

George Boone ('00) and his wife Mary Lou at Dinter Dance.
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ning shoes as well, though the nails in them often hurt his feet.
In 1912, Drew attracted national attention by running the 100-
meter dash in 9.8 seconds. This feat so impressed the head of the
Amateur Athletic Union that he lost no time in encouraging
Drew to compete for a spot on the 1912 United States Olympic
team headed for Stockholm later that year.

Just prior to the Olympic trials on June 8, 1912, Drew
underwent his first formal training, and proceeded to beat both
front runners at the tryouts. He stunned onlookers by equaling
the existing Olympic record, and defeating his rivals again in the
finals. Upon arriving with the U.S. team in Stockholm, Drew
continued his streak, winning both his heat and a place in the
final of the 100-meter dash. However, before he could compete
for the gold, just prior to running the final, Drew pulled a tendon
in his leg so severely that he had to be carried to the dressing
room. Devastated though he was personally, Drew managed to
recover and resume his career. In light of his performances later
that same year, some would soon speculate that the training
Drew underwent for the Olympics, something to which he was
unused, had itself precipitated his injury. The American Olympic
coach went on record that "never in my life have I seen any
sprinter with such wonderful leg action... trainers and experts
say that he has the quickest start of any man ever seen upon the
track."

Once back in the United States, Drew began another
string of victories, including breaking the 100-meter record, win-
ning the AAU 100-yard dash, and equaling the American record
in the 70-yard dash - a record he later broke himself.

Meanwhile, Drew had graduated from Springfield
High. A work-study scholarship offer arrived from USC, which
Drew accepted. As no track scholarships existed at the time,
Drew was expected to work several hours a day to pay his
tuition. Work was nothing new to Drew, who had already
worked jobs ranging from railroad car porter to hotel bellboy. He
majored in law, then an undergraduate option, while leading an
impressively busy life. Among other things, he was assistant
manager of the university newspaper and manager of the track
team.

In order to support himself, Drew also wrote two week-
ly columns on sports and health for the Los Angeles Express,
which display his considerable journalistic abilities. As a jour-
nalist, Drew was an early advocate of healthy living, and an
insightful commentator on the distinctiveness of American ath-
letes, ascribing their successes to what he saw as their tendency
toward healthier eating and living habits. Personally, however,
Drew was often reduced to existing on coffee and doughnuts, or
whatever was least expensive.

At USC, Drew achieved his greatest glory. In 1913, he
again won the AAU titles for the 100-yard and 200-yard dashes,
including the world record for the 220, and in September 1913,
Drew achieved the coveted distinction of the world record for
the 100-yard dash. By this time, he was a daily item in the nation-
al newspapers, featured in everything from articles to cartoons.
Another athlete told the New York Gazette that Drew was "the
greatest sprinter in the world. He’s in a class all by himself."

Tragically, however, Drew never had another chance at
the Olympics. There were no games in 1916 due to World War |
(in which Drew served as 1st Sergeant in the 809th Pioneer
Infantry), and in 1920, at the age of thirty, Drew failed to qualify.
However, in the interim he had been named to an All-America
list of track stars in 1918, which represented the best of all time.
"Drew was the greatest of them all," said Associated Press sports
editor Alan Gould, expressing the view of many, as it was recog-
nized that Drew would have performed well had there been a

Clnss of1914 Howard Drew in first row onfm tht

1916 Olympics.

Drew was honored for his achievements on behalf of
USC by election to Skull and Dagger in 1914, only the second
year of the Society’s existence. Though Drew always maintained
a discreet silence about Skull and Dagger’s particulars, he made
it clear to his children that he considered membership in it one of
the greatest of the many honors he had received in his lifetime.
"He was very proud of the fact that he was a member of the
organization," says his son, Army Command Sergeant Major
(retired) Howard P. Drew, Jr.

In 1920, Drew received his law degree from Drake
University, where he also met his future wife. The couple raised
their family in Hartford, Connecticut, where Drew presided as
judge of the Hartford Police Court, and was later appointed
assistant clerk of the Hartford City Court, the first black man to
hold both posts. He was an eloquent advocate of civil rights dur-
ing his career, and on one occasion, addressed the state legisla-
ture in support of a civil rights bill. He was an active, lifelong
member of the Republican Party and participant in Hartford pol-
itics, with "the main ambition, as he described it later, of improv-
ing the relationships between the various races," said one news-
paper. Drew also served in a variety of volunteer posts: the gov-
ernor of Connecticut appointed him to a development commis-
sion to study Negro Unemployment, and Drew also served as
chairman of the Fifth Political Ward, the local Draft Board, as
well as in a number of private organizations.

While Drew refused to be categorized as a separate class
of citizen because of his race, he also refused to view opponents
of racial equality as enemies. "The white race, as a whole, is not
as antagonistic to the Negro as it is oblivious and ignorant of his
condition. There is need for a better understanding...” Drew
could certainly speak with authority, as African-Americans had
been barred from national track meets until as late as 1895, only
a decade before Drew ran his first race. When Drew died after a
long illness at age 67 in 1957, his Associated Press obituary
described his many accomplishments, but did not say what is
perhaps most meaningful: when Howard Drew overcame
adversity, he did so on his own terms — with dignity, humanity,
and respect for all.

The author thanks Mrs. Jean D. Lightfoot and Mr.
Howard P. Drew, [r. for their gracious assistance.
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41 New Members in 2002 Class

There were 41 new members of the Skull and Dagger
Society Class of 2002. The class included 28 students, seven in the
faculty, staff and administration category and six in the alumni and
honorary group. The following are very brief highlights of the
many accomplishments of the 2002 Skull and Dagger class.
Maryanna Abdo served as President and campus founder
of the USC Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance. She was a mem-
ber of the Alpha Phi Omega service fraternity, Order of the Torch,
Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi and Golden Key Honor Society. She
was also a Rhodes Scholarship finalist. She graduated with a
degree in cinema-television critical studies with minors in political
science and French. She will be pursuing a master’s degree in
~ European political and administrative systems at the College of
Europe in Bruges, Belgium on a Fulbright scholarship, after which
she will attend law school.
Franklin Acevedo was President of the USC Greek
Student Assembly. He was also Vice-Chair of the Latino Student
Assembly and President of Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity. He also
was founder of the USC Mock Trial team. He graduated with a
degree in political science with a minor in business.
Dawn Alley was the Conference Chair of the National
Association of College and University Residence Halls held at USC
in 2001 for the first time ever. She received the Distinguished
Service Award from the University Residential Student
Community. She graduated with a degree in gerontology and will
start her Ph.D. program in gerontology at USC in the fall.
Emily Bowen was the Co-Chair of the National
Association of College and University Residence Halls bid com-
mittee that brought the conference to USC in 2001. She was also
President of the Residential Student Leader Honorary. She also
served as Southern Regional Communications Coordinator for the
Pacific Affiliate of the College and University Residence Halls. She
graduated with a degree in psychology with a minor in theatre.
Craig Brooks was the Student Body Vice President in
2001-2002. He was Director of Campus Affairs for the Student
Senate in 2000. He is a member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity. He grad-
uated in business administration. He is working at Houlihan
Lokey Howard and Zukin as a financial analyst.
Jetfrey Groendal was the Vice President of Scholarship for
the Interfraternity Council. He was Public Relations Chairman for
Order of Omega and President of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. He is
a member of Mortar Board, Phi Kappa Phi All-University Honor
Society, Golden Key Honor Society, Gamma Sigma Alpha National
Greek Honor Society, Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society and was
a USC Ambassador. He graduated with a degree in business
administration and plans on attending law school in the fall.
Rebecca Heino was Communications Chair for two years
of the Graduate and Professional Student Senate. She was a mem-
ber of the Graduate and Professional Advisory Committee. She
received the Outstanding Teaching Assistant of the Year Award in
2001.  She received her Ph.D. in Communications in May.
Eric Kahnert was the first All-American for the USC Ice
Hockey team. He was team captain, MVP and received the Peer
Achievement Award for Athletics in 2000, given to only one USC
athlete a year. He also has worked on the Annenberg Television
News and was the host of "CU at USC," a program produced by the
USC television station. He is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha frater-
nity. He received his degree in broadcast journalism.
Robert Kane was Executive Vice President of the
Interfraternity Council. He also served as President of Sigma Alpha

Epsilon fraternity. He was a member of Order of Omega and a USC
Ambassador. He graduated with a degree in business administra-
tion.

Jennifer LaFrance was Vice President of Finance for
Panhellenic. She was President and Treasurer of Gamma Sigma
Alpha National Greek Honor Society. She was also a member of
Order of Omega, Kappa Alpha Theta sorority and a member of the
USC women’s lacrosse team. She graduated with a degree in
accounting and is working for Ernst & Young in the audit depart-
ment.

Eric J. Lee was Co-President of the Class of 2002 at the USC
Keck Medical School for the last two years. He graduated in May
with his M.D. degree and started an internal medicine resi-
dency at Northwestern University in Chicago.

Melissa Loper was Vice President of Recruitment for
“anhellenic. She was also a member of TrojanDanceForce, which
were national finalists in 2002. She was a member of Pi Beta Phi
sorority and Order of Omega. She graduated with a degree in
mathematics and plans on teaching high school mathematics.

Jennifer Medina was the spring 2002 editor of the Daily
Trojan.  She also served as President of the Student Board of
Directors of the USC Hillel Jewish Center. After graduating with a
degree in print journalism and political science, she has an intern-
ship at the New York Tines.

Pamela Mehta was the Co-Founder and Co-Program
Manager of Collegiate Med Volunteers at the LAC+USC
Healthcare Network. She was President of Blue Key National
Service Fraternity and a member of the Order of the Torch. She was
also a founder and co-chair of the Associated Presidential Scholars,
a 1200-student organization. She graduated with majors in biology
and religion and started in the fall at the USC Keck School of
Medicine. She is the 2002 recipient of the Dr. Kenneth Owler Smith
Memorial Scholarship presented by the Skull and Dagger
Foundation.

Joshua Meltzer was Executive Vice President for adminis-
trative affairs for the Interfraternity Council. He also had served as
Interfraternity Council Vice President for rush. For the Student
Senate, Joshua was the Director of Student Advocacy. He was Vice

President of USC Hillel Jewish Center and co-founder and Vice
(Continued on pg. 4)

Save These Dates

Initiation Breakfast
Saturday, April 12, 2003
on the USC campus

Initiation Dinner-Dance
Saturday, April 26, 2003
at The Jonathan Club
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President of the Jewish Greek Council. He is a member of Alpha
Epsilon Pi fraternity and Mortar Board. He graduated with a degree
in public relations. This year he is on a Fulbright Fellowship to
Helsinki, Finland.

Ramon Mendoza III was President of Trojan Knights, hav-
ing previously served as Secretary and Treasurer. He was a Co-
Captain of the USC Yell Squad and was Treasurer of the USC
Student Senate. He graduated with a degree in business adminis-
tration. He has accepted a position in pharmaceutical sales with Eli
Lilly & Co.

Katherine Meyer —
was the 2002 Captain of the
USC women'’s swim team.
She is a six time all-
American. Coming back
from a significant injury,
she was the most
improved team member in |
2000-2001. She will gradu-
ate in 2003 in psychology
with a business minor.

Paul Miller was a 8
2001 Truman Scholar and [§
in 2002 has been awarded
both a Marshall and
George J. Mitchell scholar- &
ship. He is a member of
Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa ¢
Phi, Alpha Lambda Delta,
Golden Key Honor Society
and the USC men's crew team. After graduating with a double
major in political science and psychology, he will study European
politics and society at Oxford University on the
Marshall Scholarship.

Cecilia Mo was founder and director of leadership of
Socially Together and Naturally Diverse, a group working for inter-
cultural harmony. She also served as Vice President of Golden Key
Honor Society. She was selected to the USA Today AlLl-USA College
Academic First Team. She was also a member of Phi Beta Kappa,
Phi Kappa Phi, Mortar Board and Blue Key. She graduated with a
degree in mathematics and interdisciplinary studies and a minor in
economics. She is currently attending the John F. Kennedy School
of Government at Harvard.

Andrew Park is a member of the USC 2002 national cham-
pionship tennis team. He is a member of the All-PAC-10 first team
and is an all-American. He also was a member of the All-Pac-10
Academic first team for both 2000-2001 and 2001-2002. He was the
Southern California Intercollegiate singles champion. He graduat-
ed with a degree in biological sciences and is attending medical
school.

Hema Patel was Student Body President for 2001-2002.
She had previously served as Treasurer, Director of Elections and
Recruitment and Leadership Fund Board Director. She was
President of Pi Sigma Alpha, political science honor society and
President and Co-Founder at USC of the National Society of College
Scholars.  She was also a member of Mortar Board and
Blackstonians Pre-Law honorary. She graduated with a degree in
international relations and political science.

Rudy Placencia was Vice President for New Members for
the Interfraternity Council. He also served as head of recruitment
and retention for the USC Army ROTC. He was a member of the

Delta Chi Fraternity where he served three consecutive terms as
Head of Judicial and Risk Management, and was a representative to
the Greek Student Assembly. After graduating with a degree in
political science with a minor in history, he has been commissioned
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army and will be stationed
at Ft. Benning, Georgia where he will attend Infantry Officer Basic
Course, Airborne and Ranger Schools.

Kenneth Pyle was President of the Interfraternity Council.
He also served as undergraduate representative to the Alumni
Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees. He was President of
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. He was a Presidential Ambassador
and a member of Order of the Torch. He graduated with a degree
in corporate finance and entrepreneurial studies.

Charla Roland was President of Panhellenic. She served as
undergraduate representative to the Student Affairs Committee of
the Board of Trustees. She was a member of Kappa Alpha Theta
sorority, Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Golden Key Honor Society,
Gamma Sigma Alpha Greek Honor Society and Order of Omega.
Following graduation with a degree in biochemistry and a minor in
business administration, she will enter the USC Keck
School of Medicine.

Catherine Rongey was a Co-President of the School of
Medicine Class of 2002. She was a Founder and Coordinator of the
USC Medical Student Run Free Clinic Project. She was the 2000 Los
Angeles Medical Women'’s Association Student of the Year. After
graduating with her medical degree in May, she started a residency
in internal medicine at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.

Michael Stroube was President of the Public
Administration Student Association. He was a member of Mortar
Board, Pi Alpha Alpha, public administration honor society, Golden
Key Honor Society, the National Society of Collegiate Scholars and
the Residential Student Leader honorary. He graduated with a
degree in public policy and management. He is working for
William M. Mercer Inc. as a consulting analyst.

Casey Swanson was membership coordinator for
Panhellenic. She was vice president for communication for Order of
Omega and President of GAMMA (Greeks Advocating Mature
Management of Alcohol). She is a member of Alpha Delta Pi soror-
ity. She graduated with a degree in general studies with a fine arts
concetration toward an elementary teaching credential.

Kai Young was President of the Southern California Asian
Greek Council and the USC Asian Greek Council. He also served as
President of Gamma Epsilon Omega fraternity. He was a member
of Order of Omega. He will graduate in December with a degree in
computer engineering and computer science.

There were seven faculty-staff-administration initiates:

Joseph Aoun is the Dean and Anna H. Bing Professor of
the College of Letters, Arts and Sciences. He served as Dean of
Faculty of the College from 1994-2000 and was Vice Dean of the
College from 1999-2000. He came to USC in 1982, and is a professor
in the Department of Linguistics and the Program in Neuro-
Information and Behavioral Sciences. He is an internationally-
known scholar in the field of linguistics.

Carolle Bellamy is the Associate Director of Client Services
in the Office of Financial Aid. She has served in the office for over
15 years and is renowned for her ability to cut through the red tape
for students and their families. Carolle has, behind the scenes, been
instrumental in changing the image and reputation of the Financial
Aid office to one that serves students.

Leo Braudy is a University Professor and the Leo S. Bing
Professor of English. He was a recipient of the 1994 USC

(Continued on Page 5)
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Presidential Medallion. His teaching and research includes the
Restoration and Eighteenth Century, film and popular culture, the
Seventeenth Century and critical studies. He is the author of numer-
ous articles and books, including The Frenzy of Renown: Fame and
its History.

Demitrios Demetriades is the Director of Trauma and
Surgical Critical Care program at the Los Angeles County USC
Medical Center. He is a trauma surgeon, a leading researcher in the
field of trauma, a superior teacher and organizer of the largest trauma
service in the United States. He has been awarded multiple
Outstanding Teaching awards from the USC Keck School of
Medicine.

Thomas ]J. O’Malia was the Director of the Greif
Entrepreneur Center in the Marshall School of Business. Mr. O'Malia
served on the faculty of the USC Entrepreneur Program from 1981 to
1991 and returned to USC as its director in 1995. His students, who
twice in the last three years have awarded him two Golden Apples as
the best graduate teacher, revere him. He has most recently been
appointed by the Provost to lead USC’s Center for Distance Learning.

Judith A. Rhoads was the Director of Student-Athlete
Support Services. She coordinated letters of intent, athletic scholar-
ships, student-athlete housing and the Degree Achievement
Program. She had been with the Athletic Department for 28 years
starting as an administrative assistant to Barbara Hedges, later as
assistant director of women'’s athletics and had been in her current
position since 1984. She retired in June.

Stephen E. Toulmin is a University and Luce Professor. He
came to USC after a lengthy and distinguished career at Cambridge
University, the University of Chicago and Northwestern University.
He has received the Jefferson Medal from the National Endowment
for the Humanities, the highest honor given to a humanist in the
United States. He served as Faculty Master for North Residential
College from 1993 to 2001.

Seven new members were initiated in the alumni-honorary
category:

Robert K. Avakian is a practicing dentist. He was the Dental
School’s Alumnus of the Year in 1998. In 1997, he was President of the
USC Dental Alumni Association. He is a member of the Presidential
Associates, Cardinal and Gold, Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, and
Omicron Kappa Upsilon, dental honorary society. He has served as
a clinical professor of restorative dentistry since 1976. He received his
B.S. in zoology in 1950 and a dental degree in 1954.

Constance E. Cashin is the owner of Cashin Marketing
Consultants, which specializes in marketing, advertising and public
relations for shopping centers. She is a former President of the USC
Trojan Fourth Estate and the USC Town and Gown Junior Auxiliary
of Los Angeles. She has served as President of the Southern
California Marketing Directors Association and as President of the
Studio City/Sherman Oaks Rotary Club. She received her bachelor
degree in public relations in 1975 and a master degree in journalism
in 1978, She is currently serving as President of the Trojan League of
the San Fernando Valley.

Patrick S. Collins is President of Collins Financial Services,
which provides financial services to individuals and businesses. He
was a member of the USC Alumni Association Board of Governors.
As a student he served as chair of the Graduate and Professional
Student Senate and was the graduate student representative to the
Board of Trustees and the USC Alumni Association. He received his
bachelor degree in business in 1995 and his law degree in 1998.

Mildred Farnsworth is a retired high school teacher. She is
currently serving as President of the USC University Hospital Guild.
She is a board member of Half Century Trojans, the Trojan League

Associates of the Foothills and is the newsletter editor for Town and
Gown. A 1946 journalism graduate, as an undergraduate she was
President of Trojan Amazons, a member of Zeta Tau Alpha sorority,
Mortar Board, Delta Sigma Rho and the first woman Captain of the
Debating Squad. She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Phi
Kappa Phi.

Louis J. Ramirez I is a retired teacher, coach and adminis-
trator in the Los Angeles Unified School District. He is a member of
the Trojan Coaches Club, Trojan Football Alumni Club, and on the
Board of Directors of USC Track and Field (Trojan Force). As an
undergraduate he was Associated Mens President, President of the
Sigma Chi Fraternity and a member of Trojan Knights, Interfraternity
Council and Blue Key. Mr. Ramirez is a 1951 graduate in history, and
was originally tapped to Skull and Dagger that year, but circum-
stances prevented his initiation. This year, a little late, we honored his
lifetime of accomplishments.

Charles C. Reed is Vice Chairman of Aon Risk Services Inc.
He is a past Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce. He serves as a director of Transamerica
Investors Inc. and the UniHealth Foundation. Mr. Reed has served on
numerous non-profit and charitable organizations in Southern
California. He is a past Republican National Committeeman from
California. He received his undergraduate and graduate degrees
from Stanford. He and his wife, USC Trustee Lorna Young Reed,
have been long-time supporters of USC.

Tom J. Vandergriff served as Mayor of Arlington, Texas
from 1951 to 1977. A 1947 graduate of USC, he lost his first and only
broadcast audition in Los Angeles to Chet Huntley, so he promptly
moved back to Arlington, Texas. He served as the "Boy Mayor” of
Arlington for 26 years, and is credited with bringing the Texas
Rangers and a GM Plant to Arlington. He served two years in
Congress from 1983 to 1984 and was elected in 1991 and currently
serves as county judge. '

Candid photos from 2002
Breakfast and Dinner Dance

(See page 6 for photo captions)



o Skull and Dagger Society Newsletter - Fall 2002

Candid photos from 2002
Breakfast and Dinner Dance

Michael Carter ('99) and Stephen Toulmin ('02)

Mildred Farnsworth ('02) and Margaret O’'Gorman (‘98)

Chuck Griffen (‘84) and Bob Avakian ('02)

Carolle Bellamy ("02) and Judy Rhodes ("02)

Patrick Collins ('02), Linda Maudlin ('86), Tom Maudlin ('89), and

Dee Dee Moffat ('90)

Judge Tom Vandergriff ('02), accepting membership in Dallas, Texas

from Matt Nickels ('01)

7. Ann Bothwell (‘88) and Terry Taft ('84)

8. Charlotte Van Fleet ("92) and Dee Dee Moffat (‘90)

9. John Owen ('52) and Don DuBose ('52)

10. Stan Tomlinson ('52) and Paul Parrish ('52)

11. Mike Singer ("84) and Louis Ramirez ('02)

12. Tyler Kelley ('00) and Tony Manos ('83)

13. Robert Mitchell ('52), Bill Mitchell ('77) and Mason Mitchell

14. Rob Kane ('02), Kenny Pyle ('02), Lisa Bergeson
and Grant Wiswell ('98)

15. Gale Bensussen ('01), Timothy Siu ('00) and David Shawaker ('75)

16. Jennifer LaSerna ('01), Mary Abdo ('02), Charla Roland ('02) and
Tyler Kelley ('00)

17. Rocky LaBriola ('76), Sue Femino ('01), Jim Femino ('01) and Harold
LaBriola ('60)

18. Christian Arndt ('95), Victoria Manley ('97) and Florence Clark (‘96)

19. Louis Ramirez ("02), Joan Ramirez and Jack McKee (‘49)

20. James Briscoe ('76), Steve Todd ('01) and Richard Van Vorst ('72))

21. Craig Brooks ('02), Al Shonk ('86), David Maddux ('54) and
Franklin Acevedo ('02)

22. Bret Awbrey ('00) and Katie Myers ('02) with dates at Dinner-Dance.

23. The Eddy Family: Florence Beryl Eddy, James Armold Eddy IIT ('80),
James Arnold Eddy ('52), Janet Ewart Eddy ('91), Andrew Eddy ('85)

and Park Eddy (83)

1 v

b=

(continued on page 6)
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COLLEGE

FACTOR

By The Class of 2002

Wow! What an incredible honor to be selected to join
Skull & Dagger Society! You could see that sentiment in the
eyes of every member of our Class of 2002. But after the intro-
ductions and brief history lesson, we all knew of the task at
hand—The Prank.

After much discussion and dozens of ideas, we decid-
ed to call attention to our generation’s growing obsession of
reality TV. It wouldn’t be difficult to generate excitement
about a reality-based show coming to campus, but which
show to mock?

Survivor? Besides stripping students of their cell
phones, it would be difficult to "rough it" in downtown LA.
MTV’s The Real World? While this would be perfect at
Berkeley, most USC students do not enjoy creating drama
merely  for  the sake of  creating  drama.
Fear Factor? Perfect! Having students eat interesting forms of
"food" would be low budget, highly entertaining, and since
most students spent their first year dining at EVK, easy to find
volunteers.

After briefly playing with the idea of having volun-
teers eat odd concoctions, we realized that often a hoaxed
crowd is not a happy crowd, and a hoaxed crowd that has
recently ingested cow brains and chicken feet could pose a
threat to our health. It was quickly agreed that the hosts and
"volunteers” would have to be members of our new initiate
class.

We publicized the event with two half-page ads in the
Daily Trojan with the lure of a §50,000 prize, a Letter to the
Editor from a new initiate titled "Fear Factor Go Home," and
by ensuring DT and Annenberg TV News coverage of the
event. A banner was made, a stage was erected in front of
Tommy Trojan, and a D] system was assembled to give legiti-
macy to our fraud.

As the day unfolded, students showed excitement and
a crowd began to form a little before noon. The event official-
ly started with a new initiate eating several live goldfish. The
plans were thrown a little off course when a freshman girl,
determined to catch a producer’s eye, grabbed a goldfish and
ate it before she could be stopped. This thoroughly disgusted
the crowd and, as predicted, caused it to grow.
The first "volunteer” was selected from the crowd to drink a
bottle of Inferno Hot Sauce (V8 Juice). After a thoroughly con-
vincing performance, the crowd was ready for the grand
finale.

Another "random volunteer” was selected from the

audience and put to the test of eating cow brains. After a cou-
ple staged attempts to down the ethnic delicacy, the new initi-
ate asked the crowd, "Do you really think I am going to eat
this? This prank has been brought to you by the 2002 Class of
Skull & Dagger!”

With that, air horns sounded, our new Skull & Dagger
banner was lowered, and confetti (reading "Why not try living
reality instead of just watching it?") was thrown from the top
of the Student Union.

The crowd of several hundred students slowly real-
ized they had been duped, and made several obscene gestures
toward our class—indicating a job well done. A few stragglers
eventually cleared the scene, making way for the traditional
new initiates picture in front of Tommy Trojan.
Did our message have a profound affect on anyone’s life?
Probably not. Did anyone get sick? Nothing a little Tums
couldn’t cure. Did we have fun putting it on? More than we
could have ever imagined!

Dues Now Payable for 2002

The voluntary dues of the Skull and Dagger Society,
which are now payable, have been held at $35 for 2002 by
the Society’s Executive Committee. A pre-addressed reply
envelope is enclosed for the convenience of members. NO
envelope is enclosed for those members who have already
paid the 2002 Society dues.

The dues are particularly important in funding the

- payment.of the expenses for our annual initiation classes,.
including all events, membership certificates and pins.

In 1978, the Society began funding the costs for the
initiates to insure that no new initiate, particularly a stu-
dent, would be forced to turn down the honor of member-
ship in the Skull and Dagger Society, or forgo attending
events, for financial reasons.

The dues reply envelope also contains special lines
to allow members to participate in the scholarship pro-
gram of the Skull and Dagger Foundation. During 1988,
the Foundation was established to promote educational
and charitable endeavors to benefit the University of
Southern California and its students.

The Foundation administers the Dr. Kenneth Owler
Smith Memorial Scholarship and the Dr. Harrison M.
Kurtz Memorial Scholarships. The Foundation also main-
tains the Wall of Scholars, located in the Leavey Library.

Since 1990, due to the generosity of our members,
the Foundation has been able to provide two scholarships
each year while continuing to increase endowment funds.
To date, 27 students have been assisted by the Foundation
in completing their education at USC.

In 2001, the Foundation received several thousand
dollars in donations from Society members who added
510 or more to their normal dues remittance.

To insure the ability of the Society to assist our ini-
tiation classes and continue the work of the organization,
please join the hundreds of Skull and Dagger members
who annually send in their dues.
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Foundation Presents
Two Scholarships

Pamela Mehta (2002) and Grant Wiswell (1998) are the
2002 recipients of scholarships presented by the Skull and Dagger
Foundation. The awards were presented at the Skull
and Dagger initiation breakfast in April.

The $2,500 scholarships are awarded to continuing USC
students who best exemplify the ideals of the Society including serv-
ice, dedication and performance on behalf of the University.

In 1988, the Skull and Dagger Foundation established the
Dr. Kenneth Owler Smith Memorial Scholarship. Dr. Smith, a
Professor of Journalism and Director of the Sports Information
Program at USC, served as Permanent Master of the Skull and
Dagger Society from 1983 until his passing in 1988.

In 2002, a second named scholarship was establish in mem-
ory of Dr. Harrison M. Kurtz, a Professor of Biological Sciences, who
had served as Permanent Master of the Skull and
Dagger Society from 1989 until his passing in 2001.

Mehta is from Irvine, California and is maintaining a 3.54
grade point average. She is currently serving as Co-Founder and
Co-Program Manager of the Collegiate Med Volunteers, a health
care volunteer program for 150 students at the LAC+USC
Healthcare Network. She is a Presidential Scholar, a member of
Mortar Board, and is President of Blue Key, the national service fra-
ternity. She is a 2002 initiate of the Skull and Dagger Society.
She is attending USC’s Keck School of Medicine this fall. Mehta
was the recipient of the Smith Memorial Scholarship.

Wiswell is from Seal Beach, California and is currently a sec-
ond year student at the USC Keck School of Medicine. He graduat-
ed from USC in 1998 with a B.S. degree in Exercise Science while
maintaining a 3.76 grade point average. He was selected the out-
standing male graduate award from the Department of Exercise
Science, and was a member of Mortar Board, Blue Key and Phi
Kappa Phi. He serves as a translator for both the Keck School of
Medicine Outreach Program and for the Department of
Biokinesiology and Physical Therapy in Mexico. He is a 1998 initi-
ate of the Skull and Dagger Society. Wiswell was
the recipient of the Kurtz Memorial Scholarship.

In picking the two recipients, the selection committee based
its decisions on the applicant’s service and dedication to the
University as well as their academic performance.

The  Skull and
Dagger Foundation was
established in 1988 to admin-
ister the scholarships as a tax-
exempt, non-profit founda-
tion. Through the generous
support of our members, con-
tributions have enabled the |
Foundation to partially
endow the scholarship fund
and award scholarships
each  year 1989.

since

2002 Foundation Scholarship
recipients; Pamela Mehta ('02)
and Grant Wiswell ('98)

Class of 1952 Honored
With Morley Medallions

Eleven new John V. Morley Medallions were
presented to Skull and Dagger Society members
at the 2002 initiation breakfast. The bronze medallion
honors members who have been in the
Society for more than 50 years.

The recipients of the medallion in 2002 from the
class of 1952, celebrating their 50th anniversary were
Don DuBose, Jim Eddy, Richard Ives, William
Johnstone, Jack Kerr, Robert Mitchell, Jack Owen,
Paul Parrish and Stan Tomlinson.

John Morley (“32) with members of the Class of 1952

In addition to the members of the class of 1952,
Jack Rowan of the class of 1951 was present to receive
his medallion. In addition, new initiate Louis ]J.
Ramirez III (2002), who had originally been tapped for
membership in the Class of 1951 but was unable to
attend the initiation activities, received his
Morley Medallion at the breakfast as well.

The medallion is named for John V. Morley, a
Master Emeritus of the Society, who served as
Permanent Master from 1955 to 1976. Morley is a 1932
initiate of the Society and a 1933 graduate in journal-
ism. He worked for the University for decades and
for over 20 years was director of the Ticket Office.

The presentation of the medallions is now a part
of each initiation breakfast and dinner dance honoring
a new class each year plus other older members who
are able to return and receive their medallion.






